
Who Needs a Border Wall ?
Borders, Fences and Walls :  

Towards a New Research Agenda

May 8, 2025

9h00 : Door opening 

9h20 - 9h30 : Opening speech 
•	 Elisabeth VALLET, Royal Military College Saint-Jean, Montreal

9h30 - 10h00 : Keynote 

Rethinking Border Walls from the Global South
•	 Said SADDIKI, Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah University, Fes

The Architecture of Exclusion: Border Walls and the Human Cost of Policy
•	 Irasema CORONADO, Arizona State University, Tempe

10h00 - 11h15 : Panel 1 - Border Enforcement, Militarization & Walls
Chair :  Katarzyna STOKLOSA, University of Southern Denmark, Odense

Operation Lone Star: Misinformation and Discrimination in Texas Border Enforcement

•	 Lizzy SCHICK & David DONATTI, American Civil Liberties Union, New York

Keeping People In, Keeping People Out: U.S. Mass Incarceration and the Construction of Border 
Walls

•	 Kenneth MADSEN, Ohio State University at Newark, Newark

“Why Wall Ourselves In?”, Which Looks at the Militarization of Borders from the Perspective of 
Border Studies and Political Science

•	 Damien SIMONNEAU, National Institute of Languages and Oriental Civilizations, Paris

11h15 - 11h30 : Coffee break 

11h30 - 12h30 : Panel 2 - Everyday Practices & Lived Experiences in Borderlands
Chair : Philippe M. FROWD, Ottawa University, Ottawa

The Global Detention Hotel: a Typology of Bordering Practices

•	 Andrew BURRIDGE, Macquarie University, Sydney

A New Ocean Geopolitics? Military Views on the Maritime Borders in the Age of Migration

•	 Luna VIVES, University of Montreal, Montreal

Inter and Intra-community Boundaries: A Testimony on the 8+ Layers of Division Among Indigenous 
Peoples of California

•	 Aude-Emilie JUDAÏQUE, Radio France, Paris

12h30 - 13h30 : Lunch 

May 8 & 9, 2025
Agora - Coeur des Sciences 
(UQAM)

https://dandurand.uqam.ca/chercheur/vallet-elisabeth/
https://dandurand.uqam.ca/chercheur/saddiki-said/
https://search.asu.edu/profile/3519084
https://www.aclutx.org/en/biographies/david-donatti
https://geography.osu.edu/people/madsen.34
https://www.inalco.fr/annuaire-enseignement-recherche/simonneau-damien
https://www.cmrsj-rmcsj.forces.gc.ca/cp-fs/mondelicem-fra.asp
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/andrew-burridge
https://geographie.umontreal.ca/repertoire-departement/professeurs/professeur/in/in29384/sg/Luna Vives/
https://www.radiofrance.fr/personnes/aude-emilie-judaique


13h30 - 14h00 : Keynote 

•	 April IGNACIO, Indivisible Tohono, Tohono O’odham Nation

14h00 - 15h15 : Panel 3 -  Contested Lines: Borders as Spaces of Negotiation, Fortification, 
and Innovation
Chair : Pauline BAUDU, Conference of Defence Associations Institute, Ottawa

Border Walls in the Levant: Geopolitical Shifts and Security Dynamics 

•	 Said SADDIKI, Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah University, Fes 

A Wall of Data : Border Control Beyond Concrete Walls

•	 Renaud BELLAIS, CESICE, University Grenoble Alps, Grenoble

The Rise of Border Security Apps

•	 Philippe M. FROWD, Ottawa University, Ottawa
•	 Can E. MULTU, Acadia University, Wolfville

15h15 -15h30 : Coffee break 

15h30 - 16h45 : Panel 4 - Art, Symbolism, Narratives : Exploring Borders & Walls
Chair : Jorge PANTALEON, University of Montreal, Montreal

Oxymoron(s: Between Borders y Territorialities

•	 Brenda Isela CENICEROS ORTIZ, Autonomous University of Ciudad Juarez, Ciudad Juarez

Border Walls for Sale! Un/building Border Walls Through Border Advertisement

•	 Andrea MASALA, University of Genova & Universty of Grenoble Alps, Grenoble

Mould, Cracks, Nails, and Paintings: Looking at Borders and Border Walls from Below

•	 Marco MOGIANI, Vienna Universty, Vienna

“Seal the Border and Stop the Migrant Invasion” : The Discursive Construction of Border Walls in 
Donald Trump’s Nativist Rhetoric

•	 Massimiliano DEMATA, University of Turin, Turin

16h45 - 17h30 : World Café session 
The World Café is a participative method that encourages dialogue in small groups around key 
issues, enabling the co-construction of ideas.

17h30 : Poster session / Cocktail 
Upcoming Title 

•	 Elisabeth VALLET, Royal Military College Saint-Jean, Montreal

Border Architecture: the Case of Joseph Bouchette (1774-1841)

•	 Andréanne MARTEL, University of Genova & Universty of Quebec in Montreal, Montreal

Protection of the W-Arly-Pendjari (WAP) Complex Beyond Borders 

•	 Mariane BLOUDEAU, Association of European Border Regions, Gronau

https://cdainstitute.ca/about-us/our-team/
https://dandurand.uqam.ca/chercheur/saddiki-said/
https://cesice.univ-grenoble-alpes.fr/centre/membres/renaud-bellais
https://uniweb.uottawa.ca/view/profile/members/3648
https://polisci.acadiau.ca/dr-can-e-mutlu.html
https://www.uacj.mx/IADA/DARQ/index.html
https://www.pacte-grenoble.fr/en/andrea-masala
https://ucrisportal.univie.ac.at/en/persons/marco-mogiani
https://dandurand.uqam.ca/chercheur/vallet-elisabeth/
https://lhpm.uqam.ca/andreanne-martel/
https://nosalpes.eu/fr/author/mariane-bloudeau/


May 9th, 2025

9h00 : Door opening 

9h30 - 10h00 : Keynote
Embodying Borders: Feminist Tools for Rethinking the Margins

•	 Anna CASAGLIA, University of Trento, Trento

10h00 - 10h30 : Art performance 
Migrer, traverser 

•	 Christine BRAULT, University of Quebec in Montreal, Montreal

10h30 - 10h45 : Coffee break

10h45 - 12h00 : Panel 5 – International Migration, Border Control & Walls
Chair : Mulry MONDELICE, Royal Military College Saint-Jean, Montreal

Between a Wall and Another: Anti-Haitianism and Wall Making in the Dominican Republic and the US

•	 Masaya LLAVANERAS BLANCO, Huron University College, London

Border Crossing and Mobility in the Horn of Africa: Between Trauma and Resilience

•	 Soukaina AOUAKI, Hassan II University, Casablanca

Immobility, Insecurity, and Asylum-Seeking at the US-Mexico Border

•	 Sarah A. BLUE, Texas State University, San Marcos

“May These Gates Never Be Closed”: Mediatization and Fortification of International Border Parks 
Along the Canada-US Border

•	 Andréanne BISSONNETTE, Border Policy Research Institute - WWU, Bellingham

•	 Jennifer BETTIS, Border Policy Research Institute - WWU, Bellingham

12h00 - 13h00 : Lunch

13h00 - 13h15 : Presentation of BIG review and its podcasts 
•	 Benjamin PERRIER, University of Victoria, Victoria

13h15 - 14h15 : Panel 6 - Social Bordering, Mental Borders & Walls
Chair : Massimiliano DEMATA, University of Turin, Turin

Mental Borders: The Story Behind Border Walls in South Asia

•	 Dhananjay TRIPATHI, South Asian University, New Delhi

The Fear Factor: Border Walls, Anxiety, Psychosis

•	 James W. SCOTT, Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland, Joensuu

The Turning of America: The US-Mexico Border Wall

•	 Rafael LUÉVANO, Chapman University, Orange

14h15 - 14h30 : Concluding session 

https://webapps.unitn.it/du/en/Persona/PER0212569/Didattica
https://www.ada-x.org/participants/christine-brault/
https://www.cmrsj-rmcsj.forces.gc.ca/cp-fs/mondelicem-fra.asp
https://huronu.ca/profiles/faculty/masaya-llavaneras-blanco/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Soukaina-Aouaki
https://faculty.txst.edu/profile/1921948
https://bpri.wwu.edu/bpri-staff
https://bpri.wwu.edu/bpri-staff
https://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/globalstudies/people/fellows/perrierben.php
https://sau.int/faculty/dhananjay-tripathi/
https://uefconnect.uef.fi/james.scott/
https://www.chapman.edu/our-faculty/rafael-luevano.aspx


Artists exposed during the conference: 
Placeholders, 2025 (Photographs) 

•	 Mark JOHNSEN

Complex (Video)

•	 David J. TAYLOR

100 Partially Obscured Views (Video)

•	 Nicole ANTEBI 

Ecos transfronterizos (Video)

•	 Christine BRAULT

http://www.markjohnsen.net/
https://www.dtaylorphoto.com/
http://www.nicoleantebi.com/
https://www.ada-x.org/participants/christine-brault/

